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ABC DEVELOPMENT LEARNING CENTRES PTY LTD, CHILDCARE CENTRES 

 Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Community Development:   

Will the minister provide the Parliament with the following information?  

(1) How many childcare centres in Western Australia are owned by ABC Childcare Australia Group? 
(2) How many of the centres were newly established by the group? 
(3) Which local government authorities gave planning approval to ABC Childcare Australia for new 

centres? 
(4) On which dates were licences granted to ABC Childcare Australia? 
(5) Does the childcare licensing unit have a register of people who have attained a childcare licence? 
(6) Does the licensee of each childcare centre require a police clearance and a “working with children” 

card?   
(7) If the licence is owned by a company, what guarantee is there for the protection of children that 

individuals in the company are fit and proper persons? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS replied: 
On behalf of the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Community Development, I thank the 
member for some notice of this question.  The minister advises as follows - 

(1) Twenty-four centres are listed under the name ABC Developmental Learning Centres Pty Ltd and a 
further 53 licences are held by Peppercorn Holding Company, which merged with ABC on 24 
December 2004. 

(2) The minister has requested that the member be more clear about what she means by “newly 
established”. 

(3) This is the responsibility of the relevant local government authority and the data is not routinely 
collected. 

(4) Licences were granted to ABC Developmental Learning Centres Pty Ltd on the dates below - 

1. 22/02/05    15. 20/07/04 
2. 04/01/05    16. 12/05/03 
3. 18/01/05    17. 25/05/04 
4. 01/03/05    18. 30/11/01 
5. 25/01/05    19. 01/12/03 (renewal of 18) 
6. 01/02/05    20. 06/01/04 
7. 22/02/05    21. 27/01/04 
8. 21/10/03    22. 27/01/03 
9. 02/03/04    23. 27/01/05 (renewal of 22) 
10. 07/09/04    24. 26/10/04 
11. 20/04/04    25. 22/07/03 
12. 23/03/04    26. 29/05/03 
13. 31/07/03    27. 15/06/04 
14. 31/07/01 (closed) 

(5) Yes. 

(6) Currently an individual licensee and the responsible officer of the body corporate is required to have a 
national police check.  The Working With Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 will require 
individual licensees, nominated supervising offices and managerial officers - that is, directors - to have 
a working with children assessment notice. 

(7) Under section 17B(3) of the Community Services Act 1972 the officer of the body corporate, who is 
responsible for the effective supervision of the childcare service - “the responsible officer” - is assessed 
in terms of being “fit and proper”.  There are provisions for the assessment of the nominated 
supervising officer and managerial officers in the Children and Community Services Act 2004. 

 


